COMMISSIONERS UPDATE:

A Busy Month of Service, Progress and
Community Engagement

The Mercer County Commissioners have had another
busy, productive month, with activities ranging from
celebrating our communities and supporting local
youth to advancing important countywide projects
and strengthening the County’s financial position.

READ MORE ON PAGE 7

Annual Budget Cycle Officially Commences

Budget meetings are officially underway as the County
begins work on the 2027 budget. With revenue-neutral
tax years on the horizon for 2027 and 2028 and rising
costs of mandated services, the Commissioners are
working closely with department heads and elected row

offices to control

and reduce costs and seek other

funding sources, such as grants, to balance the budget.
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Subject to Mercer County SALDO

Mercer County Heard Residents’ Concerns
and Acted on Data Center Development

As interest in data center development continues to grow,
Mercer County residents have raised important questions about
potential impacts, including noise, water usage, setbacks,
traffic, land use, and other concerns associated with large-scale
industrial development.

The Mercer County Commissioners heard those concerns and took
action. Working with residents, municipalities, and the Mercer County
Regional Planning Commission (MCRPC), the County held two public
hearings in June and July to receive public input on proposed
amendments to the Mercer County Subdivision and Land
Development Ordinance (SALDO). Following that public process, the
Commissioners formally adopted the amendments on July 30, 2026.
READ MORE ON PAGE 8




DEPARTMENT SPOTLIGHT: INSIDE COUNTY GOVERNMENT

The Intermediate Punishment Program (IPP) provides alternatives to
traditional sentences of incarceration and probation for non-violent
offenders who do not pose a threat to society. IPP allows offenders to
remain in the community while serving their sentences and repaying their
debt to society.

Some of the goals of the IPP program include providing
e -Less restrictive and expensive sentencing options while maintaining
public safety
e -Community-based sanctions

o -Alternative community-based programs in lieu of incarceration .
Tyler Shoaf is the

The IPP Department administers many different programs. Some of the director of the
more well-known programs are House Arrest, Community Service, and IP Intermediate
Supervision. Mercer County is one of only two counties in Pennsylvania Punishment Program.
that does not have a county probation office. IP Supervision is an option He has worked for
that allows judges to have non-violent offenders serve their probation Mercer County for 14
locally instead of with the PA Board of Probation and Parole. years.

IPP also oversees the very successful Treatment Court programs. Mercer
County has three active Treatment Courts: Veterans Court, Drug
Treatment Court, and Mental Health Court. These are diversionary courts
for specific populations. Participants participate in very intensive

treatment programs with their peers.

MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL RECOGNITION

Ginger Fenton, Distinguished Extension Educator, based
in Mercer County, received the Distinguished Service
Award in Denver in July 2026. The National Association of
County Agricultural Agents (NACAA) presents the
Distinguished Service Award to encourage and recognize
excellence in the field of professional Extension for
members with more than ten years of service. Recipients
must demonstrate the development and implementation
of an effective Extension program as well as professional
improvement and service to Extension and the
association.

In the picture: NACAA President JJ Jones presents the DSA
award to Ginger Fenton.
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JOIN US 8 AM - NOON
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JULY THROUGH OCTOBER
AT THE PAVILION NEXT
TO QUAKER STEAK & LUBE.
101 CHESTNUT AVE., SHARON

Fresh produce, bakery treats, homegrown flowers,
and pop-up artisan vendors! Plus the Farmer Dollar
program, kids qct|\.'|t\es, colormg ques with Mercer

County Food Bank and a Book Cart from the
Community Library of the Shenango Valley!
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Instagram eDowntownSharonFarmersMarket
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Mercer
County Town
Hall Meeting

¥ THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24™- 6:30 - 8:00
pm

» Sheakleyville Community Volunteer
Fire Department
3278 Perry Hwy, Sheakleyville

The County Commissioners invite you to attend an informal
meeting that will update residents on current County
projects. They will also answer any questions you might
have of them.

Jefferson Township Municipal Building
T40T Lamor Re, Mercers, PA 16137
Saturday, September 19, 2026

9am.to1p.m.

Prepane Cylinders.
APPLIANGES & TIRES (Payment is CHECKICASH only, Regitration 15 NOT required)
Trn-County Caart sy wil scoect pawment n fho lorm L
Appliances Wi FIRon pespem, srsotos dtumdien, o) 525 por item
APIANKES - AN CINTS fevsrons o mme ks, siovms. cwrmmvea e | 5 por e
Tirws {Limit—20 Tines por Povson) Jmicsky
+ Pussenger enicle Siperwe - Light Truc 55 par tirn
- Teacior Trader $25 par e - Traclor Trader on Rima: $40 par tre
= PALT Tires on Flims: $10 par g

Unfartnasely wi cannot Scoepd any other types of tres

A Item Acceplance and Pricing Sutiject 1o Change Without Motice,

Emportant Information about Payments

B o P s ety o gy D s e e ] Do a4 P e S ety
Photi Ermvrtneranis AMD Th Sineoty (st

Tires andr applance - cauh o check ory, Tr Cosusty Clsartiays CAMMOT PROCESS CREDIT CARDS

o, 3 s hoid sz st waRte - 45t e sl e G S0 G
klmﬂ

gi’ Suicide Prevention Resource Center

Special Collection Event
Appliances - Electronics - Household Hazardous Wastes - Tires

N

SUICIDE PREVENTION MON
IDEAS FOR ACTION

SEPTEMBER 2026

~

1. LEARN about 5. ENGAGE THE MEDIA by

CENTER LIVED EXPERIENCE

PROMOTE HEALING bysha

CREATE SAFE AND EFFECTIVE
MESSAGES g

Framework

=BE SURE TO READ ALL OF THIS IMPORTANT INFORMATION"™" ¥ Televisions * Antifreeze = Smoke Detectars
ELEC A i CREINT L4 m put ¥ Insecticides = Fire Extinguishers
b S ¥ Lapton ¥ Posticides

P38 shom L5 e e e Y s et e T S P —— * Ammunition

PEpmber orima: sacs no baeies oo oe wean e O eesde W nter ¥ e ef

M Ermrrermcdal af $125678568 » Explosive Materials

ey ot o 3 + il B 5 o

Biaai sk = Ti's & ikoniors. * Compressed Gas

Electronics - AN Cihors (Tows, g, mics VoA, s} please note W INNEers + Latex Pai Cylinders

Housahold Hazardous Wastes - ANl hpes accepted and - %

Batteries & Fluorescent Lights « Al virsties Keyboards/M

not accepted
items on next

page

8.

10.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 | 4:30-6:00 PM

G SHENANGO VALLEY LIBRARY
11 NORTH SHARPSVILLE AVEMUE | SHARON, PA

.

&
-

5

A
c

s s gy o G, fon, Fide b s b Honrd
RSV suquined. Plasas smsturt Carria Feare, PHH Chsiialls Feundetion Bragrs
Coosrlinatis, st T FFB0 by Wadsaslep, Septomban zal
uvmmmandad for kil sges 3 tn 8 ranes ol Prrast oo Gusding mast bu provest.

Prohibited Items

=

Pharmaceuticals

- ® Syringes
+ S1g P
: % Medical Waste
¥ VCR/DVD Playe
= Elemental Mercury
.

x

Mercury Containing
Devices

X

PCB Contaminated
ltems

E

Containers > 5
Gallons

REACH OUT FOR HELP if ysu or 12. ON SEPTEMBER 10, GET
someone you know is struggling INVOLVED IN
+ World Suicide Prevention Day usin
* National American Indian'Alaska Native
Hope fior Life Day using the Action Alliance
SPREAD THE WORD about the 93¢
Lietine 13.

omeane 14, PARTICIPATE

iy Whialk by

SUPP

ORT miliza

brary/suicide-prevention:




Pennsylvania

\CareerLink Day

JOIM THE WORKFORCE IN PA

JOB FAIR

Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2026 | 10 am - 2 pm

» PA CareerLink® registration assistance
& 20+ employers and training providers!

» Leam about fuition assistance, youth programs,
resume writing, carear axploration and mara!
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Location: Good Shepherd Center

Earna
$25.00
Gift Card

10 N, Water St.
Greenville, PA 16125

To Register

Christine Loy 724-346-5777 Ext 160

RECOVERY MONTH

EVENTS 2026
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Josm ROAR Centerat $12 £

State Street Sharan, PA
Rcevery Walk oy well 2y

fera

PA for

Join Community Asts Experiance
Wheatlard Ave

Iw-d:

CERCO,

i% |w "-’49}
Com <
BWEECoSE =:~
WOREGROUF

food, games, music and fellowship,  entertainment  and
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Mills Rd Gresnvills, PA. The
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Awe., Sharon, PA. The avert
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fellowship, testimonies, light
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ACTS Sings: Duos & Duets
o

Share

B Promoted By: ACTS Performing Arts Center

@ 40 5 Irving Ave, Sharon, PA 18146, USA

@ september 26, 2026 7:30 pm EDT

Buy Tickets

HopeCal Center for Arts &
Technelsgy will be hosling am
Qpen House evnt at 116
Anzon Way, Sharon, PA. The
evert will include tours of the
facility, art sctivitios, information
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724-108-5125 for
informatian.

Mercor County Behavioral Health
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Owerdose Preventon Workgroup will
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Rd, Hermitage, PA. The svent will
include a talem show, dinner, versdor
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T28-442-7230 and ask for mom
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Pennsylvania's Office of Developmental Programs (ODP)
2026 Emplayment Symposiums

September 4, 2026

Business and Employers are
invited to learn about the
advantages of hiring

i el with disabilities! Live Music; Vendor Market; Fire Pits - all set up by the™

Shenango River! Join us for the monthly River Market
/i I in downtown Sharon held the Last Friday of the month=—

[] June - October from 5-9 PM. Plus QS&L will do a Dine
v to Donate for each featured nonprofit-and a special
Fill Positions Increased Revenue collection of needed items foredch one=!
People with disabilities Retaln Employees Businesses that prioritize FEATURED NONPROFIFS
represent an untapped talent PP T including people with "
pool. Only 22% of people with :mplmq::; :nh d.sgm.:r:s il e SEPT. 25: STRAYHAVEN'SHELTER
a disability are currently in the a:';; in o n'r!etmem{:“ en: 28% higher revenues and 30° OCT. 30: VETERANS THROUGH SHARON Vandors
workforce, re PloymENt. — higher profit margins. AMERICAN LEGION, POST #299 :
Opportunities... Register Here! Music
The Sympaosium will offer an apportunity to: SEPT. 25: THE WRANGLER BAND:
ODP EmFroymem Symposium OCT. 30: DJ RICH
V Learn abaut Pennsylvania programs that R—EBJET‘L
upper voth Dlsihesses and employees. | The Symposiumis ree.and runs from RIVERFRONT AT 101 CHESTNUTSTREET, SHARON, PA
niciuding: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., including a
o Taxincentives li tary lunch
i Akl i TO BE A VENDOR OR FOR MORE-DETAILS CONTACT
o Accommodations V Date : 724.381.4782 OR EMAIL ORIGINALQSE@GMAIL.COM

September 4, 2026

Connect with local organizations and

praviders to explore how to expand and ¥ Locktid:

3190 William Pitt Way

support your warkforce. Pittsburgh, PA 15238
¥ Hear from other businesses that are YV Questions
already successfully employing people lamie Bonser, ODF,
with disabilities. Jbonser@pa.gov
i

e Pecniphania
1:) Department of Human Servies STOSYTELLER

Looking for a way for you or your company to make a huge impact
in our community? Look no further! . your calendar to join

— ,Eé ERCER COUNTY COMMUNITY FOOD
# !/’ N ) aswe kl‘::kat:ﬂthe 3rd annual... Prince Peace ASSISTANCE

Comelenda

hand to help 2026
Lt Fri. Sept. 11, 2026

bank for its 9:00 AM -9:00 PM

busiest season!

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED? 4 : :
+ Volunteer - sign up for a 2 hour shift. -l I .
+ Host a food drive in advance - and drop off your = i h.'p K ?

donations at Myron’s Meal Mobile.

September 24,2026

il .
gL oot otmcrs, DINE-IN OR GRAB-N-GO = /
* Take a collection in advance - and drop off at MCFB. -ﬁ,
For every $1 donated, the food bank can provide 4 EUER.( HOH Dﬁv :
meals to those in our community that need it most! | 4 WE'D"ES“A.?
2:00 PM = 4:00 PM Yyl MEIBCER COUNTY

Take action this HUNGER ACTION
MONTH and s;gn up today for
Ready..Set..GO ORANGE!

502 DARR AVE
FARRELL, K PA 16127



COMMISSIONERS MONTHLY UPDATE (con't)

One of the highlights of the month was participating in the 4-H Round-Up, where the
Commissioners Ann Coleman, Bill Finley, and Tim McGonigle had the opportunity to
judge an animal and kid costume contest, meet with young people, and see firsthand
the tremendous effort, creativity, and dedication demonstrated by Mercer County’s 4-H
members. Supporting programs like 4-H is an investment in the next generation of
leaders and helps young people develop responsibility, confidence, and valuable life
skills.

The Commissioners also had the privilege of joining the City of Farrell and the Borough of
Fredonia to celebrate significant community anniversaries. Farrell celebrated their 125™
anniversary and Fredonia celebrated their 150" anniversary. These celebrations provide
an opportunity to recognize the history, traditions, organizations, businesses, and
residents that have helped make Mercer County a great place to live.

At the same time, work continues behind the scenes on several important county
initiatives. The Commissioners are continuing to advance the County’s radio project, an
important effort focused on improving communications and strengthening public safety
capabilities throughout Mercer County. Reliable communications are essential for our first
responders, emergency personnel, and the residents they serve. Work is underway on the
tower sites and decisions are being made regarding how the new radio channels will be
organized.

The County is also examining ways to improve energy efficiency in its courthouse
buildings. The goal is to identify opportunities to reduce energy consumption and
operating costs while maintaining safe, comfortable, and functional facilities. Responsible
stewardship means looking not only at what a project costs today, but also at its potential
long-term savings and benefits to taxpayers.

Financial stewardship remains another important priority. The Commissioners are actively
negotiating better rates and returns on County investments, seeking to maximize the
income generated from available County funds while maintaining appropriate security and
liquidity. Even small improvements in investment returns can make a meaningful
difference to the County’s bottom line over time.

These activities reflect the broad scope of the Commissioners’ responsibilities. Some of
the work is highly visible—such as attending community celebrations and supporting our
4-H youth—while other efforts involve careful planning, negotiations, and long-term
decision-making.

Whether investing in our young people, celebrating the communities that make Mercer
County special, improving public safety communications, reducing operating costs, or
protecting taxpayer resources, the Commissioners remain focused on serving our
residents today while planning responsibly for Mercer County’s future.



Data Center Development Con’t:

The County SALDO applies in 36 municipalities and establishes minimum standards for
land development projects within its jurisdiction. In municipalities that do not have their
own zoning ordinance, the County SALDO is the only tool for ensuring that land
development is subject to established standards. Not every municipality will choose to
adopt its own zoning ordinance, making the County SALDO an important baseline for
responsible land development and community protection.

While the County SALDO establishes minimum development standards, municipalities
with their own zoning ordinances have additional authority to determine where specific
types of land uses are permitted and to establish local zoning requirements. Of Mercer
County’s 47 municipalities, 29 have their own zoning ordinances, and seven are currently
reviewing or updating their regulations to address land-use districts and appropriate
locations for emerging types of development.

The City of Sharon has its own zoning and land-development regulations and served as
the approving authority for the Keel Data Center project. The MCRPC reviewed the
proposal and provided comments as part of its planning and review responsibilities.

The Commissioners’ actions demonstrate their commitment to listening to residents,
responding to legitimate community concerns, and planning responsibly for future
development. Mercer County recognizes that economic development can provide
important opportunities for jobs and investment, while also recognizing the importance
of protecting the character, quality of life, and long-term interests of our communities.

For more information about the County SALDO amendments or local planning and
zoning, contact the Mercer County Regional Planning Commission at


http://www.mcrpc.com/
http://www.mcrpc.com/
http://www.mcrpc.com/
http://www.mcrpc.com/
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