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City of Sharon Truck Route Plan
Public Advisory Committee Meeting

Sharon, Pennsylvania

June 15, 2007



Introduction

• Data Collection

• Existing Conditions

• Existing Deficiencies

• Alternatives for Improvement

• Questions and Open Discussion



Data Collection

• Turning movement counts at 14 locations

• ATR counts at 14 locations

• General field surveys
– Automobile traffic observations

– Truck traffic observations

– Traffic signal field-timings

– Truck-related sign inventory

• Large and small business survey
– Specific truck routes

– Number of trucks per day

– Large business response rate – 54%

– Small business response rate – 27%



Existing Truck Conditions

• High Truck Volume Intersections

• Major Truck Generating Zones

• Existing Truck Routes



High Truck Volume
Intersections
• US 62 / Budd St 

� 190 trucks/hr

• US 62 / Irvine Ave 
� 150 trucks/hr

• US 62 / Connelly Blvd
� 150 trucks/hr

• Dock St / Connelly Blvd
� 110 trucks/hr

• US 62 / State St
� 70 trucks/hr

• Dock St / State St
� 50 trucks/hr

• US 62 / Silver St
� 50 trucks/hr

• Railroad St / Silver St
� 30 trucks/hr



Major Truck
Generating Zones

Background Thru-Trucks
Carine and Company
Chadderton Trucking
Crosstex International
Goldsteins
Jolly Industries
Sharon Commercial Printing
Winner International
American Industries
Winner Steel
PI&I
Fessler Machine
Redi Bag
Wheatland Tube



Existing Truck Routes

Penn / Shenango Corridor
Inbound
• Connelly Blvd to Railroad St to 

Silver St to Penn Ave
Outbound
• Penn Ave to Pitt St to Dock St



Existing Truck Routes

Sharpsville Corridor
Inbound
• Sharpsville Ave
• Dock St to Pitt St to Sharpsville 

Ave (Special Permit Loads)
Outbound
• Dock St

Special Permit Loads



Existing Deficiencies

• Inadequate truck turning radii at high truck volume 

intersections

• Inconsistent and incomplete signing

• Steep grades

• Non-standard pavement markings

• Trucks near Penn State campus

• Crossing of Truck Routes



Inadequate Turning 
Radii Locations
• Dock St / Connelly Blvd

• Dock St / Pitt St

• Sharpsville Ave / Pitt St

• Railroad St / Silver St

• Penn Ave / Silver St

• Sharpsville Ave / Clark St

• Sharpsville Ave / Wishart Ct



Inadequate Turning 
Radii Locations
Example:
Dock St at Connelly Blvd

• Tight WB left-turn onto 
Dock St



Inadequate Turning 
Radii Locations
Auto-Turn Analysis Methodology

• Decide critical turn movement

• Layout truck centerline

• Simulate truck turning 
movement

• Analyze deficiencies



Inconsistent and Incomplete Signing

• Signs do not form complete routes (missing signs)

• Signs vary in design (color, font, size, and standard vs. custom)

• Sign locations are atypical (left-side of street, blind curves)

• Sign perception is difficult (trailblazers blend w/ parking signs, prohibitions)



Examples:

Pitt St at Dock St

US 62 at State St

• Sharpsville Ave routes

• Adjacent to Signals

• Start-up difficult for trucks

Steep Grade Locations



Non-Standard Pavement Markings

Example: US 62 at Connelly Blvd

Double yellow 
line needed



Trucks near 
Penn State Campus
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Inbound
• Silver St and Penn Ave near 

campus
• Cross new streetscape 

improvements
Outbound
• Penn Ave and Pitt St near 

campus



Crossing of 
Truck Routes
Penn / Shenango Corridor
• Inbound route crosses 

outbound route at two locations



Alternatives for Improvement

• Signing Improvements

• Signal Improvements

• Short-term Options

• Long-term Options



Signing Improvements

Improve Lane-Use Control – US 62 @ Connelly Boulevard

SB Sharpsville

Upgrade pavement markings, 
(including centerline)

NB US 62

Install lane-use control signs 
(Overhead or Side-mount)



Signing Improvements

Standardize Prohibition Signage



Signing Improvements

Standardize Trailblazing

Existing Route Signs Existing Wayfinding Signs



Signing Improvements

Standardize Trailblazing – Option 1 (Basic)

Inbound Wayfinding Outbound

Design Options



Signing Improvements

Standardize Trailblazing – Option 2 (Color-Designated Routes)

Inbound Wayfinding Outbound

Design Options



Signing Improvements

Standardize Trailblazing – Option 3 (Custom Wayfinding)



Signing Improvements

Summary Effects

Positives: 
• Improves sign standardization, consistency, and overall perception
• Reduces confusion or erratic maneuvers 
• Improves trailblazing to specific destinations
• Decreases risk of trucks violating route, weight, or turn prohibitions
• Minimal cost

Negatives:
• Does not solve truck route issues related to geometry, congestion, etc.
• Additional signing modifications must accompany other route improvements



Connelly Blvd

• Improve coordination between 
Dock St signal and US 62 
signal

• Reduce queuing between 
intersections

• Improve traffic flow along 
Connelly Blvd

Signal Improvements



Short-term 
Improvements
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Option 1 (Upgrade Existing Route)

• 2 Intersection improvements
• Signing / signal improvements



Short-term 
Improvements
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Option 2 (Minor Route Shift)

• Shifts Inbound Route from 
Railroad St to Dock St



Short-term 
Improvements
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Option 2 (Minor Route Shift)

Implementation:
• Re-signing of new route
• 3 Intersection improvements 

needed



Short-term 
Improvements
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Option 2 (Minor Route Shift)

Positives: 
• Eliminates crossing of truck 

routes
• Minimal Cost

Negatives:
• Does not solve Penn State 

campus truck traffic
• 3 Intersection improvements



Short-term 
Improvements
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Option 3 (Railroad St Extension)

• New connection of Railroad St 
and Penn Ave

• Shifts inbound route from Silver 
St to Railroad St to Dock St

• Shifts outbound route from Pitt 
St to Railroad St



Short-term 
Improvements
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Option 3 (Railroad St Extension)

Implementation:
• Resigning of new route
• 3 Intersection improvements 

needed
• Construction of new road



Short-term 
Improvements
Penn / Shenango Corridor
Option 3 (Railroad St Extension)

Positives: 
• Eliminates crossing of truck 

routes
• Diverts trucks away from Penn 

State Campus

Negatives:
• Cost of new connection
• 3 Intersection improvements 



Sharpsville Corridor
Option 1 (Upgrade Existing Route)

• 5 intersection improvements
• Signing / signal improvements

Short-term 
Improvements

NB LT @ Clark St



Short-term 
Improvements
Sharpsville Corridor
Option 2 (Wishart Court Island)

• Removal of channelizing island

Positives: 
• Allows Winner Steel trucks 

access to Dock St
• Diverts 40 trucks per day from 

Sharpsville Ave
• Minimal Cost

Negatives:
• Wishart Ct available as route 

into town for all vehicles



Short-term 
Improvements
Sharpsville Corridor
Option 3 (Wishart Court Signal)

• Installation of actuated signal

Positives: 
• Allows Winner Steel trucks to 

avoid steep grade locations
• Diverts trucks from Pitt St and 

Sharpsville Ave 

Negatives:
• 3 signals in close proximity 

along Sharpsville Ave



Short-term 
Improvements
Irvine Option

• Serves trucks to/from US 62
• Inbound uses Irvine Ave to 

Connelly Blvd to Water St to 
Silver St or Clark St

• Outbound uses Clark St or 
Silver St to Water St to 
Connelly Blvd to Irvine Ave



Short-term 
Improvements
Irvine Option

Implementation:
• Re-signing of new route
• 4 intersection improvements 

needed



Short-term 
Improvements
Irvine Option

Positives:
• Diverts trucks to/from US 62 

away from downtown

Negatives:
• Truck Route in a residential 

area (Irvine Ave)
• 4 intersection improvements 

needed



Long-term 
Improvements
US 62 / PA 60 Ramp Upgrades

Implementation:
• Upgrade / Relocate Ramp 

Termini on US 62
• Upgrade intersections on      

PA 60



Long-term 
Improvements
US 62 / PA 60 Ramp Upgrades

Positives:
• Allows trucks to maneuver 

between US 62 and PA 60
• Potential to use only one truck 

route, either along PA 60 or  
US 62 to/from downtown

Negatives:
• Cost
• Residential area



Long-term 
Improvements
US 62 / PA 60 Ramp Upgrades

Positives:
• Allows trucks to maneuver 

between US 62 and PA 60
• Potential to use only one truck 

route, either along PA 60 or  
US 62 to/from downtown

Negatives:
• Cost
• Residential area

One Truck Route



Long-term 
Improvements
Budd St Reconnection

Implementation:
• Negotiate permanent at-grade 

railroad crossing with PUC
• Upgrade traffic signals on     

US 62 and PA 60 to include 
railroad pre-emption



Long-term 
Improvements
Budd St Reconnection

Positives:
• Allows trucks to maneuver 

between US 62 and PA 60
• Potential to use only one truck 

route, either along PA 60 or  
US 62 to/from downtown

Negatives:
• Railroad crossing between two 

traffic signals



Long-term 
Improvements

One Truck Route

Budd St Reconnection

Positives:
• Allows trucks to maneuver 

between US 62 and PA 60
• Potential to use only one truck 

route, either along PA 60 or  
US 62 to/from downtown

Negatives:
• Railroad crossing between two 

traffic signals



Summary of Improvement Alternatives

General Improvements

• Standard Signing and Markings

• Truck Prohibition Signage

• Signal Optimization and/or Upgrades



Summary of Improvement Alternatives

Alternatives
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Short-Term Options
Penn/Shenango Corridor
Option 1 (Upgrade Existing Route) 2 N/A No No
Option 2 (Minor Route Shift) 3 N/A No Yes
Option 3 (Railroad Street Extension) 3 N/A Yes Yes
Sharpsville Ave Corridor
Option 1 (Upgrade Existing Route) 5 No N/A N/A
Option 2 (Wishart Court Island) 4 No N/A N/A
Option 3 (Wishart Court Signal) 5 Yes N/A N/A
Irvine Option 4 Yes1 Yes1 No
Long-Term Options
US 62 / PA 60 Ramp Upgrades 4 No No No
Budd Street Reconnection 2 No No No
1Trucks using US 62 only



Next Steps…

Questions / Open Discussion

Recommended Improvements

Priority and Implementation Schedule

Programming and Funding

Final Report



Project Contacts…

Dan Gracenin
Executive Director

Mercer County Regional 
Planning Commission

2491 Highland Road
Hermitage, PA  16148

(724) 981-2412
dgracenin@mcrpc.com

Scott Thompson-Graves
Traffic Department Manager

Whitman, Requardt and 
Associates, LLP

107-B French Lane
Zelienople, PA  16063

(724) 452-8242
stg@wrallp.com
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