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TORY
A BRIEF HI F THE H OF

James Sharpe and his wife settled in the Borough in 1820, he was a miller and
built a log grits mill and dam halfway between the present mill and the Ere
Canal Extension Lock. Around 1836 he laid out town lots, forty-four in all, in
a tract he called Sharpsburgh. In 1845 he sold to W.W. Bell and Company the
iron ore rights on his 400 acres with them promising to erect a furnace no
further away than Clarksville.

The Erie Canal Lock No. 10, which is situated in the Borough of Sharpsville, is
the last remaining lock of the Erie Canal, and was a guard lock. The lock was
put into use in 1840 and opetated until 1871.

The leading person in the iron furnace industry was General James Pierce who
came to Sharpsville in 1860. He originally came to Clarksville, in 1847. He
became the owner of the Sharpsville Furnace in 1859. Much of the
development of the Borough of Sharpsville can be contributed to this
gentleman.

Prior to 1877 the Borough was part of Hickory Township, however in 1874 a
degree was granted and the first election for the “new” borough of Sharpsville
Council was held on June 2, 1874.

The oldest part of the Borough of Sharpsville is the lower end of Mercer
Avenue. The east end of Sharpsville was formerly called “Irish Town” due to
the number of Irish immigrants who came from County Mayo and settled in
this part of the Borough.

Located on Sixth Street, the Borough once owned its own electric company.
In 1897 the Robinson Brothers, who owned the power company, signed a

contract with the Borough Council to provide street lights, thirteen lights and
poles were installed.
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[image: image2.jpg]The water plant was established in 1897, and the first telephone poles were
placed in 1887. The first mail received was received as Sharpsville Furnace.
The year of 1871 the Borough changed its name to Sharpsville.

A BRIEF TORY OF U F C

Founded in 1802 by Samuel Clark, this village was laid out with forty-nine (49)
lots. The post office was established in 1832. During the construction of the
Erie Canal Extension, business flourished. The Borough was not incorporated
until 1848, the first church was built in 1826 and the first school house in 1836.

During the 1930’s the saw mill located at the Shenango River bottom cut white
oak log piles for the construction of the Pymatuning Dam in Jamestown, PA.

With the construction of the Shenango River Dam, the Borough of Clark had
to be moved to higher areas. During the moving of the town, many residents
moved their homes, and the Glenwood Cemetery was also moved. The
Borough changed its name from Clarksville to Clark.

A F HISTORY OF TUN IP

During the Revolutionary War, the Pennsylvania Assembly passed legislation
offering tracts of land to men who volunteered for militaty service, these lands
wete called Donation Lands and the size of the lot was determined by the rank
of the solider at the time of discharge. Ninety percent of the land of South
Pymatuning Township was part of District Number Four. Three soldiers drew
five hundred acre lots in the Township, Colonel Andrew Porter Lot # 72
which was located east of Clark, Captain Thomas Campbell Lot # 80 which is
in the area of Trout Island and Captain James Duncan Lot # 79 which is
northeast of Transfer.

The earliest notation of settlement was the year of 1798 Jacob Loutzenhiser
built a saw and grist mill in the Orangeville area of South Pymatuning
Township. The year 1798 Jonathan Dunham purchased Lot #857 and built a
pole building at the cotner of Pritchard’s Corner. Also, Godfrey Carnes built a
log cabin on Five Points Road around 1801.
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[image: image3.jpg]Due to a difference of opinion over the location of a high school the residents
of South Pymatuning Township petitioned the Mercer County Court for an
election in 1914, this petition was granted and an election was held August 4,
1914 and the division of Pymatuning Township was granted, and South
Pymatuning Township was granted its division.

AREA CEMETERIES

The Riverside Cemetery Association was organized April 5, 1972, to allow for
the burial of the residents. This lot sits along the Hermitage City line and the
grounds overlook the Shenango River.

The Orangeville Cemetery located in South Pymatuning Township is the only
Mercer County owned cemetery. This land was deeded to the county in 1841.
It is located along Orangeville/Stateline Road. Parts of this cemetery were
moved during the construction of the Shenango Reservior in 1963 and
remained closed until 1974, when County Commissioner Harold Bell allowed a
young woman from South Pymatuning Township to be buried there, since that
time numerous South Pymatuning Township residents have been buried there.

The Orangeville Cemetery Association was formed in 1974.

Reichard Cemetery is located east of Orangeville and there is one fourth of an
acte deeded to Daniel Raub, Samuel Phillips and Alexander Mattix in trust for
the Evangelical Association of North America.

West Side Cemetery was first a private cemetery owned by Andrew Byerly in
1840, in 1891 Mr. Byerly sold 2.73 acres of ground to the West Side Cemetery
Assocation.

Duncan Cemetery is the only known private cemetery in South Pymatuning
Township. Itis on Donation Lot # 79 and located on Rutledge Road.

The Glenwood Cemetery in the Borough of Clark was moved during the
construction of the Shenango River Reservoir.
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Among the oldest buildings within the Borough of Sharpsville ate its churches.
The “new” Presbyterian Church was built in 1929, the older church stood at
the corner of Main and First Street. The “new” building stands on Ridge
Avenue,

The First Baptist Church, built on Main Street in the Borough of Sharpsville
was built in 1872, with construction of a new building being built around 1973,
on Erie Street.

The First Universalist Church was built on Mercer Avenue, in the Borough of
Sharpsville and dedicated in 1885, this was later owned by the Church of Latter
Day Saints, and is now the site of the Sharpsville Historical Society.

Before 1873 the Roman Catholic Church membership of the Borough of
Sharpsville went to Sharon, however in 1873 a building was built, fire
destroyed this building in 1886, the parishioners rebuilt the church with a new
brick building, this building now stands on Ridge Avenue.

The Orangeville Baptist Church located in South Pymatuning Township on
Orangeville/Stateline Road was build in 1846 and still holds services each
Sunday.

The Orangeville Methodist Church also located in South Pymatuning
Township on Orangeville/Stateline Road was build in 1872 and still holds
services each Sunday.

AREA SCHOOLS

In 1814 a school was opened in the northern part of South Pymatuning
Township on the Greenville-Orangeville Road. In the first ninety years of the
free schools in South Pymatuning Township there were ten schools. Of these
school buildings only three remain, they are “Sunnyside” southeast of
Orangeville, “Fairview” at the intersection of Seneca and Hartford Roads,
“Union” at the corner of Pritchard’s Corner.
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[image: image5.jpg]Of the many school buildings within the Borough of Sharpsville, there are only
two remaining buildings, the first school house, which is now a residence, and
of no historical value, and the William P. Snyder Building, which is now an
office/apartment complex and retains no historical value.

Union School

Faitview Sehoal
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The putpose of this Plan is to preserve and maintain the existing historical and
natural resources within the planning area. By far one of the greatest natural
resources within the planning area is the Shenango Reservoir. In large part, the
facility is protected by federal ownership, however, early plans by the Corps of
Engineers, for appropriate development have not been implemented and this
facility has not reached its full potential. The recreational element of this Plan
contains the proposed development plan for the facility and every effort must
be made to implement the Plan.

As stated in the Housing Plan, it is advisable that all three municipalities join in
a combined housing rehabilitation plan.

Sharpsville Borough has had an active on-going housing rehabilitation program
since the mid 1980’s. South Pymatuning Township had a one year housing
rehabilitation program. Clartk Borough is currently undertaking five (5)
housing rehabilitation projects in a joint effort with Jefferson Township,
Pymatuning Township and Delaware Township. All home slatted for housing
rehabilitation have undergone historical review and have received approval to
proceed from the State Historic Preservation Office.

While this process is in place and will continue, there are rehabilitation and
renovation activities which take place with private financing and have not and
will not go through the historic review process. It is proposed that high
publicity through the local media and through hand outs through the planning
are which suggest to private homeowners that they go through the same
historic process prior to making any renovations or improvements to their
existing structures. While such a process will not be mandatory, it is assumed
many homeowners, given knowledge of the history of their structure, may
voluntarily decide to enter into the historic process. As a proposal of this Plan,
it is further recommended that the Borough develop a program to provide
historical markers at site locations which are publicly owned and also at site
locations which are privately owned. Such a program, once visible, would
begin to provide for awareness within the municipalities and particularly those
owners which have historical structures and ultimately lead to a massive
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preservation effort. Additionally, the location of such markers could be
marked and an actual road tour could be developed which could be used by
area residents, as well as, the traveling public which are interested in historical
areas and the buildings of historical significance.

The Downtown Revitalization Plan for Sharpsville Borough is contained in
this Plan and proposes the creation of a State approved historical preservation
district. Details are contained in that element. Generally, the historic district
would allow the regulation of exterior alterations and demolition, and establish
an Historic Review Committee within the district, the Borough of Sharpsville
would make every effort to provide similar period streetscaping, (i.e. lighting,
benches, etc.).
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HISTORICAL STRUCTURES OVERVIEW

The following are structures that can be considered for historical significance
within the Borough of Sharpsville, Township of South Pymatuning and
Borough of Clark.

Jonas Pierce House, Shenango Street, Sharpsville
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 1024996

P
|

Opera House and Office Shenango Street, Sharpsville

Sharpsville Historical Society, Mercer Avenue, Sharpsville
Listed on the Historical Register of Historical Places
05292003
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First Methodist Church, Shenango Street, Sharpsville

St. Bartholomew Church, Ridge Avenue, Sharpsville
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U AND SCENI ES

The premier natural and scenic resource is, ironically a man-made facility, the
Shenango River Reservoir. A flood control facility, which provides significant
recreational opportunities, such as boating, skiing, fishing and swimming. In
general, the facility and the natural scenic area should be more accessible for
view by bicycle and feet traffic.

The last remaining lock of the Erie Extension Canal, is located in the Borough
of Sharpsville at the Borough’s Historical Park adjacent to the Shenango River
Reservoir. The facility is in reasonable repair and some effort should be made
to re-construct the Guard House and Lock Gate and continue to preserve the
facility.
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